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A business venture using 
soy seemed perfect for friends 
Alice Long and Amy Manahan. 
Now in its third generation, 
Long Farm in Tazewell County 
grows corn and soybeans, 
while Amy Manahan works 
in GROWMARK Inc.’s seed 
division.

The two entrepreneurs 
launched their mobile business, 
Farm to Wick Soy Candles, on 
Sept. 1 only a few months after 
getting the idea while visiting a 
little candle shop.

“We never in a million years 
thought it would take off. 
It’s been an incredible ride,” 
Manahan said.

Their business venture offers 
soy wax candles customized 
with more than 40 scents and a 
wide variety of containers. The 
business includes a make-your-
own candle activity for events 
and festivals. Find Farm to 
Wick online, www.farmtowick.
com, or follow the business 
on Facebook, Instagram and 
Pinterest.

During the Illinois Farm 
Bureau Annual Meeting in 
Chicago, Farm to Wick will be 
in the exhibit hall on Dec. 5.

Farm to Wick candles use soy 
wax produced in the Midwest. A 
bushel of soybeans makes a little 
over 10 pounds of soybean oil, 
which is the equivalent of nearly 
20 Farm to Wick candles, Long 
said.

Since launching their business, 
the two entrepreneurs have 
offered candle-making activities 
at harvest fairs, bridal expos, 
wineries and other businesses. 
They’ve been hired for many 
types of private events, such as 
showers and club gatherings.

At an event, each participant 
selects from a variety of 8-ounce 
containers, up to four scents and 
a label. The price includes wick 

and wax. A candle can be assem-
bled in roughly 30 to 45 minutes 
and needs 2.5 hours to cure.

Because the business is 
mobile, the women said they 
can bring Farm to Wick to any 
locale. A minimum of 10 partic-
ipants is required for a private 
event. A listing of candle-mak-
ing opportunities at different 
businesses, primarily in central 
Illinois, is kept updated on the 
Farm to Wick Facebook page.

While no open dates remained 
in November, a few December 
dates and most of January are 
open to book a private event, 
Amy said.

In addition to the make- 
your-own candle activity, 
Farm to Wick has a retail 
line of candles for purchase. 
Custom-ordered candles are 
hand poured in the women’s 
studio. They explained the 
orders with a custom label and 
selected scent and container are 
available for special occasions, 
business promotions or other 
occasions.

True to their agricultural 
roots, Long and Manahan want 
to connect their customers to 

the farm source of the wax.
“We have soybeans in a 

Mason jar,” Long explained.
“We try to educate people,” 

Manahan added.

Editor’s note: Cultivating Our Com-
munities is a collaboration by Lt. Gov. 
Juliana Stratton, Illinois Farm Bu-
reau and the Illinois Specialty Grow-
ers Association to raise awareness of  
the farmers and businesses that grow, 
raise, process and sell diverse farm 
products across Illinois.

Early morning. Secret spot. 

And the farm. 

See issues before they’re a problem. 
With smart alerts from AGMRI.

Automated Crop Intelligence at scale provides 
view of every acre, every field from plant to 
harvest.  AGMRI uses an aggregate approach 
alerting you as issues arise, so you don’t have to 
sacrifice your role as farmer, parent or whatever 
else comes along each season.

To learn more please visit
www.agmri.com

New business promotes soybeans one wick at a time

A mom helps her son complete his Farm to Wick soy candle during a 
fall harvest fair. The business offers make-your-candle opportunities 
and also sells custom orders of candles for special occasions and busi-
ness promotions. 

Alice Long, left, and Amy Manahan launched their business venture 
Farm to Wick Soy Candles to connect their agricultural roots with a 
unique experience for family and friends. (Photos courtesy of Farm to 
Wick Soy Candles)

Illinois Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) State 
Conservationist Ivan Dozier announced Jan. 7 is the deadline to 
apply for the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) and be 
considered for fiscal year 2022 funding. NRCS plans to invest 
up to $8.64 million for new CSP contracts in fiscal year 2022 in 
Illinois.

CSP is a financial assistance conservation program that is “a very 
effective tool for producers working to achieve their conservation 
and management goals,” said Dozier.

CSP is for working lands including cropland, pastureland, and 
nonindustrial private forest land.

Interested farmers should submit a signed application 
(NRCS-CPA-1200 form) to the local NRCS field office or 
through the Farmers.gov website using their account. A blank 
NRCS-CPA-1200 application form is available from the local 
office.

CSP applications submitted by Jan. 7 will be evaluated by the 
local NRCS field office staff, who will work with applicants to 
assess their land and resource concerns, answer ranking questions, 
and determine program eligibility. If an application is ranked high 
enough to be funded, NRCS staff will work with the applicant to 
develop a contract.

For more information, contact your local USDA service center 
or visit https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/il/programs/
financial/csp/.

Illinois NRCS sets Jan. 7 
deadline to apply for CSP


